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Mexican Unsealed Terracotta Tiles
Important Information

-

The Mexican Terracotta tiles are handmade by small factories in Mexico using traditional
methods. The colour variations seen in the tiles are a result of the temperature differences
during firing. Each piece can range from shades of rosy pink to pale ochre.
We suggest the tiler mix the tiles taking them from three or more boxes.
These handmade tiles can be bowed ( not flat) and may very in size, shape and thickness.
For this reason we suggest a recommended grout width of 15mm. It is characteristic for
the terracotta to show chips, dents, salt bursts, fine hairline cracks and firing marks.
Handling with care is essential.

Mexican terracotta is a natural, porous product and requires immediate sealing
after installation. If untreated certain stains such as oils and fats, may prove very
difficult to remove from unsealed tiles.
Salts
New terracotta may be affected by efflorescence, a salthaze on the surface of the
installation. This is not an ongoing condition and will cease once the tiles have dried. All
sand used in the bedding and grout must be washed river sand. Do not use sand with a
high salt content.

Shower Bases
Being an'urnglazed surface, soap residue may be more difficult to remove from the
surface in the shower stall and the tiles have a tendency to stay wet.

Grout
We recommend Kemgrout Sanded Mid Grey grout or grey cement and washed sand. Do
not use coloured oxides in the grout as the colour could seep into the terracotta.

Installation
Dry Method
Adhesive installation is recommended where possible. We suggest tiles are laid dry and
pre sealed before grouting.
Install floor, then once adhesive is dry, apply a coat of Aquamix Seal & Finish Low
Sheen which acts as a grout release. After a minimum of two hours the tiler can grout.
The second and third coat of Aquamix Seal & Finish Low Sheen is to be applied after the
grout has fully dried.
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Wet Method
The traditional method for handmade terracotta is a mud, slurry or sand and cement
bedding. With this method, the tiles are immersed in water prior to installation and no pre
- may activate salts and
sealing is necessary due to the terracotta being damp. This method
bring them to the surface as the tiles dry.
HELPFUL TIP: WE RECOMMEND THAT THE NEWLY INSTALLED SURFACE BE
WELL PROTECTED DURING THE BUILDING PROCESS ( do not use plastic or
newspaper).

Sealing
1. Gloss Waxed Finish Internal.
Surfaces with a waxed sealed look are suitable for food preparation areas or where
maximum protection is required. The installation should be allowed to dry for a
minimum of two days.
The combination below will give you the gloss waxed finish.

(a) Three coats of AquaMix Seal & Finish Low Sheen includes 1 coat for pre
grouting application. Coverage - 1 litre covers approximately 10m2. The
remaining 2 coats should be applied after tiles and grout have been cleaned and
allowed to dry. A minimum of t hour should be allowed between applications.
(b) Three thin coats of AquaMix Floorshine & Hardener applied with t hour between
each coat. Coverage - 1 litre covers approximately 10m2 applying 3 coats.
We suggest a water test be ion. fo, approximately 5-10 minutes, to ensure the tiles are
sealed. The water based sealers can be applied using a re useable dense sponge or a paint
pad applicator.

HELPFUL TIP for ongoing maintenance- WHEN WASHING FLOORS ADD 1 CUP OF
FLOORSHINE HARDENER INA % BUCKET OF WEATER FOR THE FINAL
RINSE.

2.

Natural Finish External. Sub surface sealing for the matt natural look.

Install floor, then once adhesive is dry, apply 1 coat of AquaMix Sealer's Choice as a pre
grout sealer. After a minimum of 2 hours the tiler can grout.
The installation should be allowed to dry for a minimum of 2 days ( mud installations)
and then the final 2 coats of AquaMix Sealer's Choice applied allowing I hour drying
time between coats. Ensure excess sealer is wiped off the surface.
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Resealing will be required as per the manufacturers label instructions.
Sealer Application
Aeria can provide you with contacts for professional tradesmen- for the sealing and
maintenance of your terracotta floors.

AquaMix Sealer's Choice
Premium water based matt penetrating sealer, formulated to provide a natural look while
providing maximum stain resistance to surface including grout joints.
Sealer's Choice allows moisture vapour transmission.

Coverage for new installations of terracotta is 10m2 per litre ( 1 coat)

Cleaning Terracotta
Use AquaMix Concentrated Tile & Stone Cleaner, which is a ph neutral detergent, to
keep your terracotta in good condition. Two capfuls in a bucket of tepid water is
suffrcient to remove most household dirt and grime.
Aquamix Heavy Duty Tile and Grout Cleaner is a highly concentrated cleaner, degreaser
and floor finish stripper. Use only for periodic cleaning on high traffic areas. It is
necessary to reapply 2 coats of AquaMix Floorshine & Hardener to the terracottaafter
using this product.

Aeria Country Floors does not recommend the use of acid on tiles.

Salt Water Pool Disclaimer
We do not recommend the use of terracotta tiles around a salt water pool however
terracotta can be installed in adjacent areas, chlorinated pools and coastal locations.
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BEFORE YOU LAY YOUR TILES PLEASE NOTE:
Please check your tiles to make sure they are what you ordered. If there is any concem
regarding the quantity, size, colour, shade or variation of batch, the tiles must not be laid.

If a defect is discovered whilst the tiles are being laid, work must stop immediately

and

your supplier must be contacted.

Prior to laying tiles the homeowner, tiler or builder must:
o Inspect tiles for any defect
o Check that the tiles delivered to site are the correct quantity, colour, shade and
size as ordered or selected.
o Check that the shades are consistent through the batch delivered.
o Ensure that there are enough tiles on site for the project. If not order some more of
the same batch before work commences.
During laying we suggest:
o Mixing tiles from several boxes to ensure blending of any inherent shade
variation.
o Always clean any adhesive, grout and wax from the surface of the tiles.
o If sealing is required, make sure that the tiles are thoroughly cleaned before
sealing.
Please note: Australian standards define acceptable variation imperfections allowable in
any batch. Claims for defects, size, shade variation and incorrect delivery and other fault
that should have been reasonably obvious before laying was carried out, will not be
accepted.
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